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Brandeis:University
Studies Program

Foreign Language (3rd
semester proficiency)

Non-Western and Comparative Studies (1 course)

Quantitative Reasoning (1 course)

University Seminars in Humanistic
Inquiries (1 course)

University Writing (3 courses;
writing intensive in Soph or Jr

School Distribution--one course from
each school; double counting encouraged

Creative Arts

Humanities

Science

Social Science

Brown: The Brown
Curriculum*

World Civilizations & Cultures

Knowledge of historical, philosophical,
aesthetic & scientific traditions

Contemporary world cultures

History and culture of the US

Social analysis and approaches to social issues

Science and scientific ways of thinking

Natural world: general principles that
govern the universe

Human organism: evolutionary
origins, body, and mind

Technology and scientific modeling

Mathematics and symbolic languages

Study and production of the creative arts

Development of an ability to communicate
effectively in writing

Questions of ethics and responsibilities to
society and the world at large

California Institute of
Technology (B.S.): Core
Institute Requirements

freshman & sophomore
mathematics (45 units)

freshman and sophomore
physics (45 units)

freshman chem & chem lab(21
units)

freshman bio & lab (15 units)

science communication (3
units)

humanities courses (36 units)

social sciences courses (36
units)

additional humanties and ss
courses (36 units)

physical education (9 units)

Carnegie Mellon University
(Humanities and Social Sciences):
The General Education Program

Freshman  Seminar

Common Courses (3)

Writing

World Cultures

Statistical Reasoning

Distribution Courses (8) from
six multidisciplinary groups

cognition, choice and behavior

economic, political and social institutions

creative production and reflection

cultural analysis

mathematical reasoning

science and technology

Case Western Reserve:
General Requirements

General Education

Core Curriculum

Seminar Approach to Gen. Ed
& Scholarship: Faculty Mentor

First Seminar

Multidisciplinary Seminars (2)

Major Field Seminar (1)

humanities and arts (2)

natural sciences and
mathematics (2)

social sciences (2)

senior capstone

Columbia: The Core
Curriculum [required
courses]

Literature Humanities (1001, 1002)

Contemporary Civilization (1101, 1102)

Art Humanities (1121)

Music Humanities (1123)

Foreign Language (4 terms or equiv.)

University Writing (1010)

Major Cultures (2 from list

Physical Education (2 terms & swimming test)

Science (3 terms from list)

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu

*Brown eliminated distribution
requirements and replaced them
with Modes of Thought courses;
stress is on student choice and
advising for shaping liberal learning

"The committee on instruction and the
faculty of Columbia College review the
College degree requirements and
curricular matters each year."

The following ten maps delineate the basic, non-major curriculum for
AAU's. There are occasional quotes from the university catalogue and a
few editorial comments.
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Cornell University, College of  
A & S: Course of Study

first year writing seminar  
(1+AP English 5, or 2)

Foreign language (3 semesters)

Distribution (9 courses)

group I (Science)

group II (Quantiative)

group III (Social Sciences)

group IV (Arts and Humanities)

Breadth
geographical breadth

historical breadth

Physical Education (2 and pass  
swim test)

Duke University:  
General Education

Five Areas of Knowledge
(2 courses from each)

Arts, Literatures, and  
Performance

Civilizations

Natural Sciences

Quantitative Studies

Social Sciences

Six Modes of Inquiry
1 course from each)

Cross-Cultural Inquiry

Ethical Inquiry

Science, Technology, &  
Society

Foreign Language

Research

Writing
writing course (1)

writing intensive courses (2)

Emory University:  
General Education

Seminars and Writing

writing or comparative lit 110

writing intensive courses (3)

seminars (2)
1 Freshman

1 in major

Natural and Mathematical  
Sciences

Social Sciences

Humanities

Historical, Cultural, and  
International Perspectives

Health and Physical Education

Harvard University: Core  
Curriculum (1 each of 7)

Historical Study  
recent

pre-1900

Literature and Arts

literary texts & analysis

visual and/or musical

cultural epochs

Moral Reasoning

Quantitative

Reasoning

Science
physical

biological

Social Analysis

Indiana University: Achieve  
Eleven Major Goals

genuine literacy

think critically and creatively

intellectual flexibility

discover ethical perspectives

appreciation of literature and the arts

understand and practice scientific methods

reason quantitatively

develop historical consciousness

study of the international community

communications skills in at least on foreign language

in-depth knowledge of at least on subject

Indiana University:  
course requirements

Fundamental Skills

writing

foreign language (4 semesters or equiv.)

Mathematics

Distribution

Arts and Humanities (12 crt)

Social and Historical Studies (12 crt)

Natural and Mathematical Sciences (12-20 crt)

Cultural Studies (6 crt)

Iowa State University: General  
Education Requirements

Arts and Humanities (12 crt)

Verbal Communication (2 crt)

Natural Sciences and Mathematical Disciplines (11 crt)

Social Sciences (9 crt)

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu
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Johns Hopkins: Distribution
Requirement (30 credits)

N.B. math/science/engineering students--take 18-21
credits in Humanities; humanities/social sciences
take 12 credits in math/science/engineering.

Writing Intensive Courses (4, total of 12 credits)

Humanities (math, science &
engineers take 18-21 crts)

Natural Sciences

Social and Behavioral Sciences

Quantitative and Mathematical Sciences

Engineering

Massachusetts Institute
of Technology: General
Institute Requirements
(BS)

science--foundations, process

biology

chemistry

mathematics

physics

communication (courses with
"communication intensive"
designation)--4 courses

writing

humanities, arts and social sciences (HASS)

McGill University:
Program Requirements

BA students

18 credits, spread Social Science,
Humanties, Languages, Mathematics and
Science

BS students

7-8 courses basic sciences and
math

stream of science

biological, environmental,
geography, physical sciences,
psychology

Michigan State University

Writing requirement
Tier 1 (course or exemption)

Tier 2, Writing Intensive (taken in major)

Integrative Studies (26 crt)

Arts and Humanities (8 crt)

Social, Behavior, and Economic Sciences (8 crt)

Biological and Physical Sciences (8 crt--3
Bio, 3 Phys, 2 lab)

New York University:Morse
Academic Plan

[emphasizes advising and completion
of the plan by sophomore year]

Expository Writing Program

study of foreign language

foundations of
contemporary culture

Conversations of the West

World Cultures

Societies and the Social Sciences

World Cultures

Society and the Social Sciences

Expressive Culture

foundations of scientific inquiry
Quantitative Reasoning

Natural Sciences

Northwestern University:
Requirements for the B.A.

Freshman Seminar

Writing Proficiency

Foreign Language

Distribution Requirements
2 quarters in each of 6

Natural Sciences

Formal Studies

Social and Behavioral Sciences

Historical Studies

Values

Literature and Fine Arts

MIT gets my Worst Presentation of
Information Award; there are, e.g., 31
separate "degree charts" with many
broken links (2005)

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu
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Ohio State University: General Education
Curriculum Requirements

Writing and Related Skills

Quantitative and Logical Skills

Social Science

Arts and Humanities

Diversity Experiences

Contemporary World

Pennsylvania State
University: General
Education

Skills
Writing/Speaking

Quantification

Knowledge Domains

Arts

Health & Physical Activity

Humanities

Natural Sciences

Social & Behavioral

Princeton University: General
Education Requirements

Freshman Writing Seminar (1)

Foreign Language (1-4)

Epistemology and Cognition (1)

Ethical Thought and Moral Values (1)

Historical Analysis (1)

Literature and the Arts (2)

Quantitative Reasoning (1)

Science and Technology, with lab (2)

Social Analysis (2)

Purdue University: Liberal
Arts Core Curriculum

Written & Oral Communication (6-7 hrs)

Other Languages (3-12 hrs)

Mathematics and Statistics (3 in each)

Western Heritage (3hrs)

United States Tradition (3hrs)

Other Cultures (3hrs)

Aesthetic Awareness (3hrs)

Racial & Ethnic Diversity (3hrs)

Gender Issues (3hrs)

Social Ethics (3hrs)

Individual and Society (3hrs)

Natural Sciences (6hrs)

Rice University

English Composition (qualify or take course)

Lifetime Physical Activity Program (2 courses)

Distribution Requirements
4 courses in 3 groups

critical & aesthetic understanding of texts & the arts

social sciences

scientific method, quantitative analysis

Stanford University:
Undergraduate Program

writing and rhetoric requirement

foreign language (one year)

distribution

Introduction to the Humanities (one
course each quarter of 1st year)

Natural Sciences, Applied Science and
Technology, and Mathematics (3 courses)

Humanities and Social Sciences (3 courses)

World Cultures, American Cultures and
Gender Studies (two courses)

Princeton says, "Although each department and school has its
own requirements, the University requirements for graduation
transcend the boundaries of specialization and provide all
students with a common language and common skills."

Stanford has a "6.93 to 1
student-to-faculty ratio.")

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu
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SUNY Stony Brook: Diversified
Education Curriculum

Mathematics

Basic Communication and
Critical Thinking Competency

Foreign Language

Information Management

Natural Science

Social Science

American History

Western Civilization

Other World Civilization

Humanities

The Arts

Syracuse University:
Liberal Arts Core

Liberal Skills

Academic Writing

Writing Intensive

Critical Research

Divisional Perspective

Humanities (4 courses)

Natural Sciences & Math (4
courses)

Social Sciences (4 courses)

Critical Reflections on Ethical
& Social Issues (2 courses)

Texas A & M University:
Core Curriculum

Communication (6 hrs)

Citizenship (12 hrs)

Mathematics (6 hrs)

Science (8 hrs)

Social Science (6 hrs)

Humanities (3 hrs)

Visual and Performing Arts (3 hrs)

Kinesiology (4 hrs)

Tulane University

Proficiency

First-year Writing

Foreign Language

Mathematics or Comparable Subject

Distribution Component

Humanities and Fine Arts (3 courses)

Social Sciences (3 courses)

Science and Mathematics (3 courses)

Foundations of Western Culture,
Non-Western and Latin American
Cultures (2 courses)

Writing Intensive (1 course)

University of Arizona:
General Education and
Foundations

FoundationsWriting

Composition

mid-career writing assessment

writing intensive

General Education

Tier One

Traditions & Cultures (2 courses)

Individuals & Societies (2 courses)

Natural Sciences (2 courses )

Tier TwoSubtopic

Arts (3 units)

Individuals & Societies (1 course )

Natural Science (1 course )

Humanities (1 course )

Gender, Race, Class, Ethnicity or Non-Western
(1 course; may overlap with Tier 1 or 2)

SUNY Buffalo: Requirements

Writing (as placed or exempt)

Library Skills (complete skills workbook)

Mathematical Sciences (1)

World Civilizations (2 course sequence)

Natural Sciences (2 courses & lab)

American Pluralism or Cognate (1 course)

Language Requirement (2nd
sem. course or proficiency)

Humanities (1 course)

Arts (1 course)

Depth requirement : 1 additional course in any of 6 groups)

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu
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University of California

University of California,
Berkeley: University
Requirements

Subject A Requirement
(Reading/Writing Proficiency)

College Writing

American History and
Institutions Requirement

Berkeley Campus American
Cultures Breadth Requirement

COLLEGE AND SCHOOL
REQUIREMENTS, e.g., College
of Letters and Science

building blocks

Reading and Composition

Quantitative Reasoning

Foreign Language

Seven Course Breadth
Requirement (1 course
of each category)

arts and literature

biological science

historical studies

international studies

philosophy and values

physical science

social and behavioral science

University of California,
Davis: University
Requirements

U of C requirements
Subject A: English Requirement

American History and Institutions

General Education
Requirement

Topical Breadth
(2 in each category)

Arts and Humanities

Science and Engineering

Social Sciences

Social-Cultural Diversity (1)

Writing Experience (3)

General Education Option

General Education Scholar, certificate
program with capstone

**University of
California, Irvine

U of C requirements
Subject A: English Requirement

American History and Institutions

Breadth Requirement

writing lower and upper division courses

natural sciences (3 course combo as offered

social and behavior sciences
(3, with 2 in one discipline

humanistic inquiry (3 course series)

mathematics and symbolic systems (3 course combo)

language other than English (degree of proficiency)

Multicultural Studies and International/Global Issues (3 courses)

University of California,
Los Angeles: General
Education

*GENERAL EDUCATION REFORM AT UCLA

General Education
Requirements: Foundations

Literary and Cultural Analysis (1)

Philosophical and Linguistic
Analysis (1)

Visual and Performance Art
Analysis (1)

Social Analysis (1)

Physical Sciences (2)

Life Sciences (2)

++University of
California, San Diego

Thurgood Marshall College

Dimensions of Culture: Diversity, Justice & Imagination (3 sequence)

Mathematics, Statistics and Logic (two courses)

Natural Sciences (3 courses)

Humanities and Culture (2 courses)

Fine Arts (one course)

Disciplinary Breadth (4 courses)
four courses outside major

Public Service Option for DB

significant writing course

John Muir College

Eleanor Roosevelt College

Sixth College

University of California,
Santa Barbara

Subject A Requirement
(Reading/Writing Proficiency)

Foreign Language (level 3)

American History and
Institutions Requirement

Non-Western Culture (1 course)

Ethnicity (i course)

Quantitative Relations (1 course)

Science, Mathematics, and
Technology (3 courses)

Social Science (3 courses)

Civilization and Thought (3 courses)

Arts (2 courses)

Literature (2 courses)

++UCD is close to RU in having
multiple colleges, each with
its own set of requirements,
but see note on UC Irvine.

*UCLA has developed a model of keeping
curriculum under notice: General Education
Governance Committee.

"The General Education Program is the common intellectual experience of all UCSB students, whatever their majors. Through the General Education Program, students receive
orientation to a broad range of intellectual disciplines: the kinds of questions that are addressed, the methods for solving problems, and the strategies for communicating findings
and conclusions. The General Education Program is multidisciplinary. It requires study in science and mathematics, history of Western civilization, social science, arts, and
literatures. It also requires at least one course in a non-Western culture and at least one course that focuses on the history and cultural, intellectual, and social experience of
designated U.S. ethnic groups.  The General Education Program also provides opportunities to acquire university-level skills in writing, critical thinking, quantitative analysis, and
foreign languages, in courses specifically devoted to these topics and also in courses in which practice and instruction in these topics are embedded in the study of other subjects."

**UC Irvine: BEST explanation and MOST clarity viz a
viz the system UC uses: "four groups of requirements:
UC, UC, Irvine, school or program requirement, and
degree-specific requirements."RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education

martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu



AAU'S UNDERGRADUATE
CURRICULUM [7]

University of Chicago:
General Education

Humanities, Civilization Studies,
and the Arts (6 quarters)

Interpretation of Historical,
Literary & Philosophical Texts

Dramatic, Musical and Visual Arts

Civilization Studies

Natural and Mathematical
Sciences (6 quarters)

Physical Sciences Sequences

Biological Sciences Sequences

Natural Sciences Sequences

Mathematical Sciences

Social Sciences (3 quarters)

University of Colorado,
Bolder

Skills Acquisition

Foreign Language (3rd level)

Quantitative Reasoning &
Mathematical Skills

Written Communication
lower division (3 crt)

upper division (3 crt)

Critical Thinking (3 crt)

Content Areas of Study

Historical Context (3 crt)

Cultural and Gender Diversity (3 crt)

United States Context (3 crt)

Literature and the Arts (6 crt)

Natural Sciences 13 crt (2
course sequence with lab)

Contemporary Societies (3 crt)

Ideals and Values (3 crt)

University of Florida:
General Education
Requirements

Composition (3 cr)

Mathematical Sciences (6 cr)

Humanities (9 cr)

Social and Behavioral (9 cr)

Physical and Biological Sciences (9)

International/Diversity Focus (1 cr)

University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign

Composition (3/6 hrs)

Advanced Composition (3 hrs)

Cultural Studies: Non-Western/US Minority (3 hrs)

Cultural Studies: Western/Comparative (3 hrs)

Language (3rd semester or equiv.)

Humanities/Arts (6 hrs)

Natural Sciences/Technology (6 hrs)

Social/Behavioral Sciences (6 hrs)

Quantitative Reasoning I & II (6hrs)

University of Iowa: General
Education Program

Rhetoric--(3-8 hrs])

Foreign Language--4th
semester competence

Interpretation of Literature (3 hrs)

Historical Perspectives (3 hrs)

Humanities (3 hrs)

Natural Sciences (7 hrs)

Quantitative or Formal Reasoning (3 hrs)

Social Sciences (3 hrs)

Distributed General Education
(6 hrs in two of the 8 groups)

University of Kansas: Common
Degree Requirements

English (3 courses)

Oral Communication/Logic (1 course)

Mathematics (2 courses)

Western Civilization (2 courses)

Non-Western Culture (1 course)

Principal Course Distribution
(3 courses from each area)

Humanities

Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Social Sciences

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu
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University of Maryland, College Park: Core
Liberal Arts and Sciences Studies Program

Fundamental Studies
(exemptions & courses)

Introduction to Writing

Mathematics

Professional Writing (after reaching Jr. status)

Distributive Studies
9 courses in 1st 3 categories; 3 each

Humanities and the Arts

Mathematics and the Sciences

Social Sciences and History

Advanced Studies (2 @ 300-400
level; one outside major)

Human Cultural Diversity (1 course)

University of Michigan, College of
Literature, Science and the Arts

First-year Writing Requirement
Writing Practicum (2 cr, not graded)

First-Year Writing Requirement

Upper-Level Writing Requirement

Race and Ethnicity (1 course; list of choices)

Quantitative Reasoning (1-2 courses)

Language Requirement--4th term proficiency

Distribution Requirements

Humanities

Social Sciences

Natural Sciences

Math and Symbolic Analysis

Creative Expression

Interdisciplinary Course

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities:
Liberal Education  Requirements

Diversified Core Curriculum

physical and biological sciences (8 crt)

history and social sciences (9 crt)

arts and humanities (6 crt)

mathematical thinking (3 crt)

Designated Themes of Liberal Education
(12 crt: 3 crt in 4 categories)

Environment

Cultural Diversity

International Perspectives

Citizenship and Public Ethics

Writing Intensive Requirement
(4 writing intensive courses)

Freshman Seminars 
(approved for some Designated Themes courses)

University of Missouri,
Columbia: General
Education

Exposition and Argumentation

Writing Intensive (2 courses)

College Algebra (proficiency or course)

Math Reasoning Proficiency (1 course)

American History or Political Science (from list)

DISTRIBUTION OF CONTENT
27 hrs; 9 hrs in 3 areas

Social and Behavior Sciences

Physical and Biological Sciences

Humanities and Fine Arts

Computer and Information Proficiency (each degree program or
major specify appropriate requirement)

Capstone Experience

University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill: Requirements in
College of Arts and Sciences

English (proficiency & course)

Mathematical Science beyond Math 10

Foreign Language (level 3 or 4)

General Education Perspective (9
courses in the General College)

Natural Sciences Perspective (2 courses)

Social Sciences Perspective (2 courses)

Aesthetic Perspective (2 courses

Pre-1700 Western, Non-western (2 courses)

Philosophical Perspective (1 course)

First Year Seminar (not required, fulfill GEP's)

Cultural Diversity (may overlap with GEP's)

Physical education activities (2 courses; no
academic credit), & swim test

University of Oregon

Writing (2 courses by end of 2nd year)

GROUP REQUIREMENTS (16 crt
in each group)

Arts and Letters

Social Science

Sciences

Mathematics

Foreign Language (for BA)

Multicultural Requirement (2
courses total from 3 groups)

American Cultures

Identity, Pluralism and Tolerance

International Cultures

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu

UM's guide to requirements is
among the least clear in
pointing to how many of which
courses  students need.
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University of Pennsylvania:
The General Requirement

THE GENERAL REQUIREMENT
[10 courses; 2 in each I, II & II; 1 each in
Iv, V, VI; & one in any IV-VII)]

sector I: Society

sector II: History and Tradition

sector III: Arts and Letters

sector IV: Formal Reasoning and Analysis

sector VI: The Physical World

Sector VII: Science Studies

Writing Requirement (options)
writing seminar (1)

writing intensive (writing across the
university) (2 courses)

Language Requirement (competency, test, course)

Quantitative Data Analysis Requirement (1 course)

University of Pittsburgh

Foundational Skills (6 cr min.)

Writing Requirement (course/test exemption)

Writing Intensive Courses (2)

Quantitative & Formal
Reasoning Requirements

Algebra or SAT600+)

College Math (1 course)

Disciplinary Approaches

Humanities (4 courses)

Literature

The Arts

Philosophy

Social Sciences (2 courses)
Historical Change

Social Science

Natural Science (3 courses)

Global Citizenship

Foreign Language (proficiency
or course/s)

Foreign Culture/International
(3 courses)

Non-Western Culture

University of Rochester
clusters, no required subjects; a major & a
cluster (12 crt) in non major area

Humanities

Social Sciences

Natural Sciences & Engineering

University of Southern
California: General
Education Requirements

Foundations

Cultures and Civilizations I
(Greco-Roman, European, North American. 1 course)

Cultures and Civilizations II
(Africa, Asia, Latin America, Middle East. 1 course)

Scientific Principles (1 course)

Case Studies

Investigations in Science and Technology (1 course)

Arts and Letters (1 course)

Social Issues (1 course)

Writing Requirement
lower division (1st year; linked to Social Issues

advanced writing  (jr. year)

University of Texas at Austin: College
of Liberal Arts: Degree Plans

Language and Writing
Requirements (Area A)

Social Sciences Requirements (Area B)

American Government (6 hrs)

American History (6 hrs)

college requirement
6 hrs from 2 selections)

anthropology

economics

geography

linguistics

psychology

sociology

Math and Science Requirements (Area C) (18 hrs)

General Culture Requirements (Area D) (6 hrs)

University of Virginia, Arts and
Sciences: Degree Requirements

Competency Requirements

First Writing Requirement (five
ways to do it)--3, 6 or 7 crts

Second Writing Requirement (3 crt)

Foreign Language (0-14 credits)

Area Requirements

social sciences (6 crt)

humanities (6 crt)

historical studies (3 crt)

non-western perspectives (3 crt)

natural science and mathematics (12 crt)

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu

"Undergraduate education at
Rochester builds on the
principle that excellence
requires freedom."




